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p. 196- 197
Label the diagram, including the missing layer, then write down the important information about each layer of the Earth.
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P. 226 - 229

Define Continental drift.

What is the simplest evidence that the continents once fit together (according to Alfred Wegener)?

What Biological evidence did Wegener give to support his theory of continental drifting?

List other reasons other people gave to explain why similar fossils were found on different continents. (google it!)
Look up the Appalachian mountain range. How might Wegener support his theory that the continents were all once connected using this as evidence?
In 1912 Wegener published his findings.  What did he call the “supercontinent”?

When did he think it began to break up?  

What did he suspect caused the continents to drift apart? 
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The Theory of Plate Tectonics

Define the Following:

Plates (the earth kind):

The Theory of Plate Tectonics:

Converging plates:

Diverging plates:
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Convection Currents

[image: image8.png]A= convection
Sinrent





​​​Explain how the Convection currents shown above circulate.

How could these currents move the plates?

Label the following on the diagram:

Subduction zone, collision boundary, sea trench, convection currents, diverging plates
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How does the cooling of the mantle help the plate subduct over another plate?

If the Atlantic Ocean is getting bigger does that mean the earth is growing?  Explain your answer.


Goal
•
Reinforce your understanding of concepts in Topic 4.

What to Do

Answer the following questions in the space provided.

1. Use the diagram of Earth’s interior to complete the table.
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	Name of layer
	State (gas/
liquid/solid)
	Approximate

thickness (km)

	A
	
	
	

	B
	
	
	

	C
	
	
	

	D
	
	
	

	E
	
	
	


2. Explain the theory of sea floor spreading.

3. Explain the theory of continental drift.

4. Explain the theory of plate tectonics.
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